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The gradual collection and collation of numerous uncial and min- 
uscule manuscripts and their classification by genealogies, families, and 
groups ; the evolution of critical methods and fundamental canons 
of procedure — all this is traced in fresh and attractive fashion, and 
the triumph of the newer school is proclaimed. Lachmann and 
Tregelles are justly dealt with, Tischendorf is given his due, Burgon 
and Scrivener are freely criticised, while Westcott and Hort are not 
praised without discrimination. 

The final chapter is given to a brief estimation of Dr. B. Weiss' new 
text, and a more extended review of the recent studies in Codex 
Bezae, the latter by Rev. J. E. Frame. 

A specimen of the breadth, alertness, and care which mark the 
spirit of Dr. Vincent's book is seen in its last sentence : " Whether the 
theory of the double editions of Acts and Luke be vindicated or not, 
whatever may be the final decision concerning the documents repre- 
sented in Acts, enough has been developed to make it evident that 
different forms of a New Testament document may be due to the 
author himself, and that editorship may have enlarged, modified, or 
changed the form in which the document originally came from the 
author's pen." 

Chas. F. Sitterly. 

Madison, N. J. 

The Life of Jesus of Nazareth. A Study. By Rush Rhees, 
Professor of New Testament Interpretation in the Newton 
Theological Institution. With map. New York : Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1900. Pp. xvii + 320. $1.25. 

This book is Vol. VII in "The Historical Series for Bible Stu- 
dents." It is, therefore, as we should expect, historical in character 
and designed especially for students, that term being taken broadly 
enough to include all "thoughtful readers" of the gospels. It is 
divided into three parts. The first, called "Preparatory," begins with 
the " Historical Situation " and comes down to the " Messianic Call of 
Jesus," and to the "First Disciples." The second covers "The Minis- 
try," in nine chapters ; and the third, in four chapters, is entitled "The 
Minister." These are followed by an appendix on "Books of Reference 
on the Life of Jesus," an " Index of Names and Subjects," and an 
"Index of Biblical References." Part III treats of the "Friend of 
Men," the "Teacher with Authority," "Jesus' Knowledge of Truth," 
and "Jesus' Conception of Himself." In this part, therefore, the 
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author discusses some of the leading subjects of the teaching of Jesus, 
in distinction from the material which is more strictly biographical. 

In regard to the point of view the author says: "The church has 
inherited a rich treasure of doctrine concerning its Lord, the result 
of patient study and, frequently, of heated controversy. It is custom- 
ary to approach the gospels with this interpretation of Christ as a 

premise, and such a study has some unquestionable advantages 

It is with no lack of reverence for the importance and truth of the 
divinity of Christ that this book essays to bring the Man Jesus before 
the mind in the reading of the gospels." 

The aim of the book leads it to pass rapidly over such questions 
as those of the origin and interrelation of the gospels, and the chron- 
ology of the life of Jesus. Yet the author indicates his own position 
on these questions, and in the appendix gives references to fuller dis- 
cussions. 

The critical attitude of the book may be suggested by such points 
as the following : the fourth gospel is essentially the work of John, 
the son of Zebedee ; Mark and John are our two authorities for the 
general course of the ministry of Jesus; Jesus was born in the summer 
of B. C. 6, baptized in A. D. 26, and crucified in the spring of 29 or 
30 ; " it may not be said that the incarnation required a miraculous 
conception, yet it may be acknowledged that a miraculous conception 
is a most suitable method for a divine incarnation;" and, finally, the 
messianic call came to Jesus at his baptism, and " came to him unex- 
pectedly." 

In conclusion, the spirit of this book, from an intellectual point 
of view, is, in the main, sympathetic with modern criticism, and pro- 
gressive ; and the work is a very welcome addition to our practical 
literature of the subject. 

George H. Gilbert. 

The Chicago Theological Seminary. 

The Apocalypse. An Introductory Study of the Revelation of 
St. John the Divine. By Edward White Benson. London : 
Macmillan & Co., 1900. Pp. xx+ 177. $3.50. 

From the preface of the editor — Miss Margaret Benson, daughter 
of the late archbishop of Canterbury — we learn two or three things of 
interest regarding the origin of this book and the author's judgment 
of his own work. First, it is the fruit of "many years" of labor. 
Second, the author left this pencil-note regarding one chapter of his 



